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10/31/78 UM F00TBALL-FR0SH PLAYERS
sports state, Big Sky, football guffey/jg
MISSOULA—
The University of Montana Grizzly football team has won three out of its last 
four games to improve its Big Sky Conference record to 3-2, and a top-notch group 
of freshmen have contributed in those victories.
A young team, the Grizzlies use a lot of underclassmen in both their offensive 
and defensive sets.
UM Coach Gene Carlson praised the play of the frosh saying, "These players 
are the future of the Griz program. They have proved to us and to themselves that 
a young player can come into the Big Sky and contribute. With three more years to 
improve, they can do nothing but get better."
A breakdown offensively:
BOB CERKOVNIK-TB, 5-10, 180-Great Falls
Cerkovnik has scored three touchdowns for UM this season, and his latest, in 
the Grizzlies' 25-16 loss to Nevada-Las Vegas, was a nifty 39-yarder in which he 
shook off several Rebel tacklers to score. He has gained 120 yards on 22 carries 
for a 5.3 yards-per-carry average.
"Bob is improving rapidly, and it was especially evident in his run against 
Las Vegas, in which he showed some moves he hasn't used before," Carlson said.
"His moves and speed make him an outstanding future prospect."
PAT NORWOOD— 0L, 6-3, 230— Billings
Norwood has already seen a lot of action in his initial season at the right 
guard slot. "Pat figured in to a starting role early because of injuries and 
played credibly," Carlson said. "As soon as his strength develops he should be a 
top Big Sky 1ineman."
-more-
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RICH BURTNESS— TE, 6-4, 200--Anacortes, WA
An excellent athlete with good size and speed, Burtness got an early starting 
role when UM used a double-tightend offense, and he has also played a lot in UM's 
other games.
"Rich is playing a lot as a freshman, and his blocking is coming along tremendously," 
Carlson said. "With his size and strength he could become a premier tight end."
TOM PEREZ--0L, 6-0, 205— Palentine, IL
Perez has earned a backup slot in the center position. According to Carlson,
Tom is making it with the Griz as a freshman, and although he has seen limited action, 
he is becoming a good blocker. He is also becoming a good short and long snapper 
(for specialty teams).
MYKE MILLER--0L, 6-4, 245--Spokane, WA
Miller is another young Grizzly player who has worked his way into a backup 
role. "When Myke develops more strength we look for big things from him in the 
Big Sky," Carlson noted.
LARRY WENZEL--0L, 6-3, 220--Spokane, WA/and 
BRIAN CARAWAY— 0L, 6-5, 220— Great Falls
Both Larry and Brian are good offensive line prospects," Carlson said. "Their 
progress was hampered by minor injuries, so we decided to redshirt them. They will 
have four more years to play for the Griz."
A breakdown DEFENSIVELY:
MIKE CARR0LL--DE, 6-3, 215— Seattle, WA
Carroll is currently a backup at right defensive end, but he has already started 
for the Griz despite his youth. "Mike is very strong and quick, and has seen a lot
of action this year," said Carlson. "He possesses great desire, and is improving 
techni que-wi se."
-more-
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PAT CURRY--DL, 6-5, 220— Billings
Converted from linebacker, Curry has "turned into a very aggressive defensive 
lineman," Carlson said. "His technique is really coming on, and he has a very good 
pass rush for a young player."
RANDY LAIRD— DB, 6-1, 195--Missoula
A local player, the UM coaches had hoped to redshirt Laird, but injuries in 
the secondary ended those thoughts. "Randy was moved from running back to defensive 
back and adjusted well," Carlson said. "His speed and quickness make the future 
appear bright."
DAVE PA0LI--DL, 6-0, 219— Great Falls
Slowed by a knee injury, Paoli has already seen time as a starter at defensive 
tackle for UM. "Dave is fundamentally sound for a freshman," Carlson noted, adding, 
"he plays a lot bigger than his size."
RON SHARKEY— DL, 6-5, 195— Missoula
"Ron possesses unusual technique for such a young player," noted Carlson.
"When he adds some strength and weight he'll be even better. He has done a good 
job for us when he has played."
JOHN KOVACCICH--DB, 6-0, 178— Butte/AND
REED MADISON— DB, 6-1, 178— Butte
These two former All-State performers at defensive back for Butte High's state 
champion team last season will both be redshirted, "because of experience in our 
backfield. Both appear to have bright futures at the University of Montana,"
Carlson added.
ROLLY STARKEY— DL, 6-3, 205— Richey
Starkey, who was moved to defense from tight end, will also be redshirted this 
season, "and has shown good potential," Carlson said.
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